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1. INTRODUCTION  

Since World War II, new technologies have been developed and, to this day, they’re 

widely used by society. From important uses for scientific programs and nuclear energy to the 

end-of-World-War-II nuclear attack on Japan, which left Hiroshima and Nagasaki in ruins and 

was responsible for thousands of deaths, as well as many disabled and with injuries or trauma. 

Moreover, after the end of World War II, nuclear technology began to be explored and 

developed by some important countries. The Cold War between the United States of America 

and the Soviet Union brought a race for such technology and resulted in relevant advancement 

in the nuclear field. Furthermore, nuclear energy has also started to be used by many countries 

in the world to provide energy for their basic needs and population. On the other hand, nuclear 

accidents, such as Chernobyl and Fukushima, bring fear and intense debates on whether such 

technology should be used.  

This committee aims to discuss how the nuclear matter affects the society we live in 

as well as how to maintain nuclear security in order to protect lives. We count on the judgment 

of the Security Council to find the best solution for the nuclear weapons topic and how to deal 

with current nuclear programs, such as the North Korean and the Iranian ones, in order to keep 

peace along with international and environmental safety. 

 

2. UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL 

“We the peoples of the United Nations determined [...] to reaffirm faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men 

and women and of nations large and small, and [...] to practice tolerance and live 

together in peace with one another as good neighbors, and to unite our strength to 

maintain international peace and security, and to ensure, by the acceptance of 

principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in 

the common interest, and to employ international machinery for the promotion of the 

economic and social advancement of all peoples.” (Charter of the United Nations) 

 

Before discussing the main topic—Iranian and North Korean nuclear programs and 

nuclear security—we judge it necessary to talk about what the Security Council is and what 

kind of decision power it holds in the international scene. The Security Council is part of the 

United Nations and has the responsibility of maintaining peace and world security. It was 

established after the end of World War II and symbolically has the winners of that combat as 



its permanent members. The council was originally formulated with the intention of avoiding 

new conflicts and comes into action whenever international peace is threatened.  

2.1. The UN Security Council Structure 

Firstly, it’s important to know how the council structure was built. The Security 

Council is formed by the United States of America, Russia, France, China, and the United 

Kingdom, and all of them hold the power to approve or not approve a resolution, while the 

other 10 non-permanent members do not hold the power of veto. The non-permanent members 

are elected by the General Assembly1 for a two-year term. The member cannot be immediately 

reelected and, according to the resolution 1991 A (XVIII)2, must have the members elected 

according to the following pattern: (1) five countries from Africa and Asia; (2) one Eastern 

European country; (3) two Latin American countries; and (4) two Western European-or other-

countries. 

The current members of the United Nations Security Council are: Albania, Brazil, 

Gabon, Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, Norway, and the United Arab Emirates. Because 

our committee will be dealing with countries that are not members of the Security Council (in 

fact, the People's Democratic Republic of North Korea has never been elected by the General 

Assembly to participate as a non-permanent member), it is important to note that whenever the 

UN Security Council deals with non-member countries, the country in question is invited to 

attend meetings but cannot vote. 

2.2. UN Security Council Main Roles 

In addition to that, the Security Council is responsible for an important role in the 

international community. Its main functions are: (1) to maintain international peace and 

security; (2) to investigate any situation that might lead to international friction and offer advice 

or settlement; (3) formulate a system to regulate armaments; (4) to determine if there is or not 

a threat to the peace and recommend what actions should be taken regarding it; (5) apply 

economic sanctions; (6) take military action against an aggressor;(7) recommend the admission 

of new members; (8) recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the new 

Secretary-General; and recommending, along with the Assembly, to elect the judges of the 

International Court of Justice.  

                                                
1 It is the main organ of the United Nations and has the policy-making duty and, according to the United Nations, 

aims to discuss the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter of the United Nations. It is 
composed of 193 countries, and each one has one vote. The General Assembly has as one of its roles to appoint 

the Security Council Secretary-General as well as elect all the 10 non-permanent members.  
2 resolution 1991 A (XVIII) (https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/1991(XVIII)) 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/1991(XVIII)


2.3. Main discussions in the UN Security Council about the Nuclear matter 

Furthermore, it's important to note that the nuclear matter has already been widely 

discussed by the United Nations and the Security Council. In 1946, the UN General Assembly 

voted for the first resolution that established a commission to deal with atomic energy and 

nuclear affairs. In the following years, the nuclear topic was brought up again multiple times 

inside the Security Council. In 2016, due to the nuclear tests guided by North Korea, the 

Committee voted for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, aiming for the ban of all 

nuclear explosions and tighter control of all nuclear weapons around the globe. 

More recently, in 2022, the permanent members of the UN Security Council released a 

joint statement to ensure that a nuclear war is never fought. They also pleaded in order to 

prevent the spread of atomic bombs and nuclear weapons. It’s well known that North Korea 

and Iran have been the central States in several discussions about nuclear power. These two 

countries have drawn attention to themselves in recent years due to their nuclear programs, and 

North Korea has even displayed many of its weapons and the strong military capability that the 

regime has been able to develop since the Korean War.  

 

3. THE NUCLEAR ISSUE 

3.1. Arms Race 

Right before the world discovered the ills of an atomic bomb, the charter of the United 

Nations, signed at the San Francisco Conference in 1945, in its articles 11 and 26 atribuited the 

responsabilities to formulate principles to regulate the weapons issues to The UN’s Genreal 

Assembly as well as the playining of an international dicipline on the matter to the Security 

Counsil.The very first resolution of the United Nations General Assembly founded the United 

Nations Atomic Energy Comission (UNAEC) to deal with the problems raised by the discovery 

of atomic energy. 

During the Cold War, the two big powers inserted in the new bipolar system, The 

United States of America, and The Soviet Union, disputed over who was going to be the first 

to achieve building an atomic bomb. Their security doctrine was based on Mutually Assured 

Destruction (M.A.D.). After several trials, both countries achieved their goals, it was only a 

matter of time before the rest of the P5 (France, U.K and China) did the same.  

In 1957 was created the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in response to 

the deep fears and expectations generated by the discoveries and diverse uses of nuclear 

technology. The Agency’s genesis was U.S. President Eisenhower’s “Atoms for Peace” 



address to the General Assembly of the United Nations on 8 December 1953. Up to this day, 

The Agency runs laboratories specialized in nuclear technology. The IAEA today has the dual 

responsibility of helping countries that do not have nuclear weapons to engage in peaceful 

nuclear programs while ensuring that they do not make nuclear weapons. 

3.2. NPT and Other Treaties 

In 1968, over 60 countries signed the Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT), it is a worldwide 

treaty that bans all members except the United Kingdom, China, France, Russia, and the United 

States (Nuclear Weapon States) from having nuclear weapons and commits those five states to 

eventually eliminating their atomic arsenals. The treaty provides the norm and the foundation 

for an international regime to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons around the world. 

Nowadays, the 187 states that subscribe to the NPT include all significant states of concern, 

apart from India, Israel, Pakistan, and North Korea. 

 In addition to the NPT, in 1974 The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) was created. It is 

a multilateral export control regime and a group of nuclear supplier countries that seek to 

prevent nuclear proliferation by controlling the export of materials, equipment and technology 

that can be used to manufacture nuclear weapons. The emergence of the NPT in 1968 and the 

later addition of related institutions, such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), appear to 

have influenced many decisions to refrain from developing military applications of nuclear 

power programs. 

At an important conference in 1995, the NPT was extended indefinitely from its initial 

25-year term. The 1995 decision and the review conference of 2000 focused particular attention 

on the NPT-related promises of the nuclear-weapon states to “cease the nuclear arms race” 

including stopping nuclear testing, negotiating reductions of nuclear weapons, and eventually 

achieving nuclear disarmament. Many countries, including West European allies of the United 

States, did not ratify the treaty until these negotiations were completed to their satisfaction. 

Moreover, the IAEA creates an inspection mechanism that makes it easier for 

governments to monitor their own scientists’ behavior, and the growth of nuclear power in the 

state increases the potential economic costs that powerful actors would face if sanctions were 

enacted because their government was accused of having a covert weapons program. 

But, even as the legal regime was expanded, the NPT came under strain elsewhere. One 

of the most significant blows was Iraq’s demonstrated ability to hide its nuclear-weapon-

making efforts from IAEA inspectors before the Gulf War. With inspection authority from UN 

Security Council resolutions adopted after that war authority beyond what the 1970s 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilateral_export_control_regime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_proliferation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon


negotiations on NPT verification standards had given the IAEA, inspectors found previously 

hidden Iraqi efforts to enrich uranium to make nuclear weapons and even an attempt to use (for 

a weapon) highly enriched research-reactor uranium provided for peaceful purposes by France 

and the Soviet Union. 

Even though the NPT was signed by over 180 countries, there are still regional 

initiatives that show how much some countries are invested in keeping their regions safe from 

nuclear proliferation. Some of these are the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 

Latin America and the Caribbean (Tlatelolco Treaty); African Nuclear Weapon-Free-Zone 

Treaty (Pelindaba Treaty); The Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone 

(SEANWFZ Treaty or Bangkok Treaty); The South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone (Treaty of 

Rarotonga); bilateral treaties between the USA and Russia (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks in 

1969, 1997 and Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties in 1991 and 2010), among others. 

Besides that, several treaties have been established by the UNSC in order to control the 

nuclear proliferation and secure international security. According to the United Nations, these 

are some of the treaties that have been voted and approved on the matter: the Treaty Banning 

Nuclear Weapon Tests In The Atmosphere, In Outer Space And Under Water, also known as 

the Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT), the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), 

which was signed in 1996 but has yet to enter into force, and the Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) , which will enter into force on 22 January 2021. 

3.3. Current Developments 

Concerns about the potential spread of nuclear weapons have increased during the past 

decade, as North Korea tested two nuclear weapons, Iran was placed under United Nations 

Security Council sanctions for refusing to stop its uranium enrichment program, and more 

nations sought civilian nuclear power plants to produce electricity and combat global warming. 

There have been many positive developments in the past decade, as new theories have 

been developed and scholars have increasingly used multiple methods to test their theories. 

Despite this progress, however, the new quantitative and qualitative research projects on the 

causes of proliferation have been limited by the information available about the very small 

number of cases of nuclear weapons proliferation 

Moreover, that North Korea and Iran both obtained enrichment technology from 

Pakistan suggests dangers to the NPT regime from nonparties that are not bound by the treaty’s 

prohibition against assisting non-nuclear-weapon states in acquiring nuclear weapons. The 

back-to-back nuclear tests by New Delhi and Islamabad in 1998 illustrate the dangers that an 

http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/test_ban
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/ctbt
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/tpnw
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/tpnw


arms race in South Asia can have and suggest the temptation that such tests could encourage 

current non-nuclear-weapon parties to withdraw from the treaty in order to follow suit. 

Iraq’s weapons program was found after the 1991 Persian Gulf War thanks to UN 

Security Council orders demanding more intrusive inspections than were then required by 

IAEA inspection standards. North Korea’s weapons program later became known through 

intelligence, IAEA inspections, and North Korea’s own admissions. The IAEA’s discovery of 

Iran’s failure to disclose experiments with plutonium separation and uranium enrichment to 

inspectors has recently led to a standoff with Tehran. 

Historically, the IAEA has rarely demanded inspections beyond the perimeter of 

reactors or related nuclear sites that had been declared open for inspection by the countries 

where they were located. Further, uranium enrichment and plutonium separation does not 

violate the NPT if done for peaceful purposes under IAEA inspection. In fact, some countries, 

like Japan, conduct such activities. In the three countries where uranium enrichment or 

plutonium separation was thought to have been conducted for weapons purposes (Iran, Iraq, 

and North Korea) the activities had taken place largely at locations not declared open for 

inspection to the IAEA. 

4. NUCLEAR PROGRAMS 

4.1. Iran’s Nuclear Program 

Iran’s nuclear program began in the 1950s but was slow to progress. In 1973, the Shah 

unveiled plans to install 23,000MWe of nuclear power in Iran by the end of the century, 

charging the newly founded Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI). In the five years that 

followed, Iran concluded several nuclear technology related contracts with foreign suppliers 

and invested in education and training for its personnel.  

  In the late 1980s and early 1990s, freed from the burden of the costly war with Iraq, 

Iranian leaders began refocusing on nuclear technology acquisition. Iran signed long-term 

nuclear cooperation agreements with Pakistan and China, in 1987 and 1990 respectively.  

 On 14 August 2002, the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) revealed the 

existence of undeclared nuclear facilities in Iran, including Natanz Enrichment Complex, the 

address of the Kalaye Electric Company, a heavy water production plant under construction at 

Arak, and the names of various individuals and front companies involved with the nuclear 

program. Between September and October 2003, the IAEA carried out a number of facilities 

inspections and met with Iranian officials to determine the history of Iran’s nuclear program. 

https://www.nti.org/learn/facilities/153/
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/iraq/
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/pakistan/
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/china/
https://www.nti.org/learn/facilities/170/
https://www.nti.org/learn/facilities/167/
https://www.nti.org/learn/facilities/175/


In November, the IAEA Board of Governors adopted a resolution welcoming Iran’s decision 

to sign the Additional Protocol and suspend enrichment. 

 To avoid referral to the UN Security Council, Iran entered into negotiations with the 

EU-3 (France, Germany, and the United Kingdom), and agreed in October 2003 to cooperate 

with the IAEA, sign the Additional Protocol, and temporarily suspend conversion and 

enrichment activities. However, Iran exploited ambiguities in the definition of “suspension” to 

continue to produce centrifuge components and carry out small-scale conversion experiments. 

Faced with renewed sanctions, Iran concluded the Paris Agreement with the EU-3 on 15 

November 2004. Tehran agreed to continue the temporary suspension of enrichment and 

conversion activities, including the manufacture, installation, testing, and operation of 

centrifuges, and committed to working with the EU-3 to find a mutually beneficial long-term 

diplomatic solution. 

 Iran’s nuclear program unfolded in context of its overall politics. Since the 1979 

revolution, Iran’s political elite has long been divided over how the theocracy should evolve 

and what international role it should pursue. Beyond broad concepts, such as independence, 

self-reliance and social justice, consensus has proven elusive even three decades after the 

Islamic Republic’s birth. The most fundamental difference is whether Iran should continue as 

a revolutionary state willing to defy the world, or whether it should settle down and become a 

normal state that plays by international rules. The nuclear issue is increasingly a reflection of 

this basic division 

Throughout the program’s early stages, there appeared to be a general consensus among 

the political elite about the need or right to proceed. But by 2005, the consensus appeared to be 

crumbling. Rival factions in Iran’s political labyrinth began to criticize the nuclear program’s 

costs and centrality to Iran’s development goals 

For the public, the nuclear program also initially enjoyed broad popular support since 

it promised energy independence and scientific progress. It was also popular because the 

regime depicted it as an assertion of Iran’s rights against foreign arrogance. But the program 

has not been subjected to informed debate or public discussion about its ultimate goals, the 

costs, and the relationship with Iran’s other objectives.  

Nowadays, under the terms of 2015 agreements, Iran is permitted to stockpile up 300 

kilograms of low-enriched uranium and operate just over 5,000 1st-generation centrifuges at 

the Natanz Fuel Enrichment Plant. Tehran is prohibited from enriching uranium with greater 

than a 3.67 percent concentration of uranium-235, the fissile material that can generate 

https://www.nti.org/learn/glossary/additional-protocol/
https://www.nti.org/learn/countries/united-kingdom/


electrical power at low levels but can fuel a nuclear device if it reaches a 90 percent 

concentration. 

Since the U.S. withdrawal from the nuclear pact, Iran has been steadily enriching 

uranium at higher levels. In July 2019, Iran began enriching up to 5 percent; to 20 percent in 

January 2021; and to 60 percent in April 2021. From there it is a relatively short step to 

producing weapons-grade nuclear fuel. 

Producing weapons-grade fuel requires extracting the fissile material that can trigger a 

nuclear reaction (uranium-235) from mined uranium. Refining uranium to 3.67 percent purity 

removes the vast majority of excess atoms, making the process of refining to 5, 20, and 90 

percent purity less time consuming and increasingly easy. 

In order to accelerate the pace of enrichment, Iran has installed thousands more 

advanced centrifuges capable of enriching uranium at a higher quality at both Natanz and its 

Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant. (The JCPOA barred Iran from enriching uranium at Fordow.) 

As of November 2021, Iran had built up a stockpile of some 2,313.4 kilograms of enriched 

uranium, including 1,622.3 kilograms of uranium enriched to 5 percent, 113.8 kilograms 

enriched to 20 percent, and 17.7 kilograms enriched to 60 percent, according to the IAEA. 

There remains considerable mystery over the amount of time it would take Iran to 

develop a working nuclear warhead. Iran has long denied it has ever had any intention of 

pursuing a nuclear weapon, noting that the country’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei issued a 

fatwa, or religious edict, in 2003 prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons. But the IAEA 

confirmed reports that Iran was developing a nuclear weapons program up until 2003. 

4.2. North Korea’s Nuclear Program 

To understand the North Korean nuclear program, it’s important to understand what 

led the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to start its own nuclear program. 

Going back to the Cold War, the world was divided into two opposing political and ideological 

regimes. The United States of America is well known for its strong capitalist culture, and the 

Soviet Union would represent the socialist way of life. In 1950, 75 thousand North Korean 

soldiers crossed the 38th parallel, representing the beginning of a long-lasting war.  

The north of the Korean peninsula was backed up by Soviet and Chinese forces, while 

the south was pro-Western and had the United States of America as its main ally. The Korean 

War reached an armistice in July 1953, setting the 38th parallel as the official border between 

the two countries. However, it’s important to note that, until today, there hadn’t been an official 

agreement between the north and the south, so the two countries are still at war.  



During the critical years of the war, both countries were backed up by their allies with 

military equipment as well as with soldiers and financial aid. With the signing of the armistice 

and the "end" of the war, South Korea denuclearized itself, giving back to the United States all 

the nuclear weapons they had brought into Korean territory (according to the Arms Control 

Association, the USA has around 100 nuclear weapons in South Korea at the time); North 

Korea, on the other hand, kept most of its weapons and facilities that had been built by the 

Soviets. 

In 1985, the DPRK showed signals of being willing to participate in the NPT. 

However, they didn’t provide all the documentation required by the IAEA. In 1992, North 

Korea and South Korea signed the South-North Joint Declaration of the Korean Peninsula, 

where they agreed not to "test, manufacture, produce, receive, possess, store, deploy or use 

nuclear weapons" or to "possess nuclear reprocessing and uranium enrichment facilities." In 

the following year, the DPRK announces its withdrawal from the NPT and the IAEA declares 

that North Korea is not following the safeguards agreements. In 1994, the United States 

declared that the DPRK may have produced new nuclear weapons.  

Since then, the North Korean Nuclear Program has been constantly developed, and 

the regime often displays its military capabilities. The North Korean nuclear issue has been 

widely discussed by the Security Council in recent years, and the country has been viewed as 

a threat to local peace and even international safety. The UN Security Council has adopted 

several new sanctions over the past decade, leading to North Korea's complete isolation from 

the international community. The sanctions started being imposed in 2006, when the DPRK 

carried out its first nuclear test; so far, the committee has imposed more than seven sanctions 

on the country. During Trump's presidency, some talks with Kim Jung-Un were held, but no 

significant agreement was reached, nor was the peninsula's nuclear issue resolved. 

5. MOTIVATIONAL QUESTIONS 

● Does my country have any type of nuclear energy/technology program? 

● Has my country ever had any type of nuclear energy/technology program? 

● Who are the allies of my countries? 

● Which nations don't see eye to eye with my country? 

● What are the principles of my country’s foreign policy? 

● Which positions has my country traditionally taken in past UNSC meetings? 

 

6. USEFUL DATA 

 



 
 

Regime type, date of ratification of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and nuclear exploration and pursuit. 

Figure c Scott D. Sagan based on data from Sagan (2010). 
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